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= Meteorology — The Study of the Air

= \What “makes” our weather?

= What are the clouds that we see, telling us about
our weather?
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Figure 8*9 Cyclic changes that occur in the upper-level airflow of the westerlies. The flow, which has the
jet stream as its axis, starts out nearly straight and then develops meanders that are eventually cut off. (aser
J. Namias, NOAA
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What can we forecast by looking
at the sky?
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= But the mountains mess up everything —
because of rising and sinking air

= In Los Alamos — | look at 2 things:

— Wind direction
— Cloud base height above the mountains
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